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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OCON, ECOSOC, AORG, PORG, UN 

SUBJECT: 1978 SUMMER ECOSOC - ITEM 12, REGIONAL 

COOPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT, JULY 14 AND 17 

1 . FIRST COMMITTEE DEBATE OF ITEM 12 CONTINUED ON 
JULY 14 AND 17 WITH FOLLOWING COUNTRIES MAKING 
STATEMENTS: YUGOSLAVIA, POLAND, HUNGARY, USA, 

PHILIPPINES, JAPAN, FINLAND, GREECE, INDIA, CHINA, 

UKRAINIAN SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLIC, TURKEY, SWEDEN, 

TANZANIA, MONGOLIA, UGANDA, SUDAN, NIGERIA, 

AFGHANISTAN, SYRIA, TUNISA, IRAQ, CAMEROON, UNITED 
ARAB EMIRATES, KENYA, QATAR, AND IRAN. 

2. DELEGATIONS' STATEMENTS GENERALLY SUPPORTIVE OF 
REPORTS OF THE REGIONAL COMMISSIONS. STRONG SUPPORT 
WAS GIVEN TO RESTRUCTURING AS A MEANS OF ENDING 
RESOURCE WASTE AND DUPLICATION OF ADMINISTRATIVE AND 
TECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE OF REGIONAL COMMISSIONS AND 
OTHER UN BODIES. RECONSTRUCTION SHOULD BE CARRIED 
OUT CAREFULLY AND EXPEDITIOUSLY, GIVING GREATER 
AUTONOMY TO REGIONAL COMMISSIONS. AS DECENTRALIZED 
EXECUTING AGENCIES, REGIONAL COMMISSIONS SHOULD BE 
INVOLVED IN THE EARLY STAGES OF CONSULTATIONS ON 
NATIONAL, INTERNATIONAL AND GLOBAL ECONOMIC PLANNING. 
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IN THE RESTRUCTURING PROCESS, CAREFUL CONSIDERATION 
SHOULD BE GIVEN AS TO THE TRANSFER AND REDEPLOYMENT 
OF EXISTING PERSONNEL AND MATERIAL RESOURCES. WHILE 
TRANSFER OF OPERATIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES TO REGIONAL 
COMMISSIONS WILL INVOLVE SOME COSTS, THESE COSTS 
SHOULD BE MET MOSTLY FROM EXISTING RESOURCES, WITH 
THE GA PREPARED TO APPROPRIATE ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
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FOR RESIDUAL COSTS. THE ECOSOC SECRETARIAT SHOULD 
PROVIDE DETAILED INFORMATION ON RESOURCE TRANSFER 
COSTS AND SAVINGS. IN THEIR BROADENED ROLE, REGIONAL 
COMMISSIONS WILL REQUIRE INCREASED TECHNICAL MANAGERIAL 
SKILLS. WITH REGIONAL COMMISSIONS AS EXECUTING AGENTS, 
UNDP ADMINISTRATOR SHOULD HAVE ULTIMATE DECISION, IN 
CONSULTATION WITH MEMBER GOVERNMENTS, AS TO WHICH UNDP- 
FINANCED PROJECTS ARE TO BE EXECUTED BY WHICH AGENCY. 

3. COMMUNIST NATIONS STRESSED NEED FOR GREATER COOPERA- 
TION WITHIN REGIONS. REFERRING SPECIFICALLY TO EEC, 

THE COMMUNISTS CALLED FOR AN END TO DISCUSSING POLICIES 
AIMED AT COUNTRIES WITH "DIFFERENT POLITICAL OR ECONOMIC 
SYSTEMS". POLAND, AS HOST OF 1979 WORLD COAL SYMPOSIUM, 
EXPRESSED SATISFACTION AT EMPHASIS ON COAL AS AN 
ALTERNATIVE ENERGY SOURCE. MOST NATIONS PRAISED PLANS 
FOR GLOBAL CONFERENCES, I.E., TCDC, SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY, 
AND HABITAT. THERE WAS WIDESPREAD SUPPORT FOR THE 
DECADE OF WOMEN AND THE DECADE OF TRANSPORTATION. IT 
WAS GENERALLY FELT THAT MORE ATTENTION SHOULD BE GIVEN 
TO ENERGY. 

4. AFRICAN NATIONS, IN REFERENCE TO THE ECA REPORT, 

LED THE CALL FOR ALLOCATION OF ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
TO THE REGIONAL COMMISSIONS. ECWA MEMBERS COMMENDED 
ECWA FOR PROGRESS IT HAD MADE SINCE ITS RECENT CREATION 
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AND DESPITE THE SITUATION IN LEBANON. THEY CALLED FOR 
A PROGRAM OF RECONSTRUCTION FOR LEBANON. ONLY SYRIA 
MADE SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO "ZIONIST AGGRESSION" IN 
THE MIDDLE EAST. BY CONTRAST, THE PLO STATEMENT WAS 
MILD AND UNOFFENSIVE, CITING THE REGIONAL REPORTS AS 
"LAUDABLE EFFORTS TOWARDS ACHIEVING NIEO". JAPAN 
STATED THAT THE TIME HAD COME FOR PREPARATION OF A 
STRATEGY FOR THE NEXT DECADE (1980S). REGIONAL 
COMMISSIONS SHOULD PLAY A KEY ROLE IN THOSE PREPARATIONS. 
THE NEXT STRATEGY SHOULD FOCUS ON PRIORITY SECTORS OF 
FOOD, ENERGY, AGRICULTURE, TRADE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT. 
PHILIPPINE AND FINNISH REPS CAUTIONED NATIONS, IN 
DEVELOPING GLOBAL STRATEGIES, NOT TO IGNORE DIVERSITY 
AMONG NATIONS. STRATEGIES SHOULD BE FLEXIBLE ENOUGH 
TO ALLOW INDIVIDUAL GOVERNMENTS TO PURSUE DEVELOPMENT 
POLICIES TAILORED TO THE MUTUAL INTEREST AND NEEDS 
OF THEIR INDIVIDUAL SOCIETIES. 

5. TEXT OF USDEL'S (CARDWELL) STATEMENT FOLLOWS: 

"MR. CHAIRMAN, 
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OUR DISCUSSION UNDER THIS ITEM IS ONE OF THE MOST 
IMPORTANT, AND PERHAPS THE MOST MULTI-FACETED, OF ANY 
WE WILL BE UNDERTAKING AT THIS SESSION. WE ARE LOOKING 
AT A HOST OF DIFFERENT QUESTIONS UNDER THIS RUBRIC. 

ON WEDNESDAY, IN THE PLENARY SESSION, THE EXECUTIVE 
SECRETARIES OF THE REGIONS MADE THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
THE COUNCIL'S ASSESSMENT OF THE WORLD ECONOMY. I BELIEVE 
IT WAS OUR COLLEAGUE FROM NEW ZEALAND WHO POINTED TO THE 
ENORMOUS DIVERSITY ON ECONOMIC SITUATIONS AND PROBLEMS 
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REFLECTED IN THESE REPORTS. OUR DELEGATIONS COULD DO 
WELL TO URGE OUR GOVERNMENTS TO REFLECT UPON WHAT THESE 
DISCUSSIONS REVEAL. 

I CANNOT COMMENT ON ALL, BUT COULD CITE A FEW POINTS. 

IN THE REPORT OF THE DISTINGUISHED EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
OF THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA, FOR EXAMPLE, WE 
ARE REMINDED THAT THE AVERAGE RATE OF GROWTH PER CAPITA 
FOR THE 30 POOREST COUNTRIES IN THE REGION IN THE PERIOD 
1974-1977 WAS AN APPALLING MINUS 1.4 PERCENT. QUITE 
WISELY, THE REPORT GOES ON TO THE HEART OF THE PROBLEM - 
A RATE OF GROWTH IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION THAT IS 
LOWER THAN THE RATE OF GROWTH OF THE POPULATION. YET, 

THE CAPACITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT ARE THERE, AND THE 
CONCLUSION DRAWN IS SOUND.. .'NOTHING SHORT OF A MASSIVE 
ASSAULT ON THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL PROBLEMS, BASED ON 
A RECOGNITION OF THE CENTRAL ROLE OF THE SMALL PRODUCER, 
CAN SAVE THE SITUATION.' THERE IS NOTHING WE NEED TO 
SAY. 

NEITHER DOES THE ANALYSIS STOP THERE. THE IMPLICA- 
TION OF UNBALANCED GROWTH FOR REAL WELFARE AND SOCIAL 
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STABILITY ARE NOTED, AND MOST SERIOUSLY, THE QUESTION 
IS SQUARELY PUT AS TO WHETHER TRADE AND AID ALONE, 

WITHOUT STRUCTURAL CHANGES, ARE SUFFICIENT TO SOLVE 
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THESE IMPORTANT PROBLEMS. 

THE COMMENTS OF THE OTHER EXECUTIVE SECRETARIES ON 
THE ECONOMIC SITUATIONS IN THEIR REGIONS PRESENT 
DIFFERENT EMPHASIS AND VIEWPOINTS. YET, IN MANY WAYS, 

THEY COMPLEMENT EACH OTHER AND PROVIDE A NOTE OF REALITY 
FOR OUR DISCUSSION, AND OUR GOVERNMENTS' REFLECTION, 

ON THE HOST OF ISSUES ASSOCIATED WITH THE ACHIEVEMENT 
OF A NIEO. 

THE REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF THE 
REGIONAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND THE PACIFIC DRAWS OUR 
ATTENTION, AS INDEED DOES THE DISCUSSION REFLECTED IN 
SECTION II OF DOCUMENT E/1978, TO THE QUESTION OF A 
DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY FOR THE 1980S. THE DOCUMENT, FOR 
EXAMPLE, CALLS FOR DISCARDING OF PREVIOUS MODELS, AND 
FOR A NEW APPROACH WHICH SHOULD BE PRAGMATIC AND FLEXIBLE, 
WITH AN EMPHASIS ON QUALITATIVE ASPECTS OF DEVELOPMENT - 
AND I QUOTE 1 STRUCTURAL AND SOCIAL CHANGE, IN WHICH 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF HUMAN RESOURCES SHOULD FORM A MAJOR 
OBJECTIVE'. WE AGREE. 

MY GOVERNMENT ALSO AGREES WITH THE CONCLUSION OF THE 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIES THAT THE REGIONAL COMPONENT SHOULD 
BE CONCEIVED AS AN ESSENTIAL ELEMENT OF A NEW STRATEGY. 

MR. MARAMIS HAS REASON TO BE PROUD IN CALLING THE COUNCIL'S 
ATTENTION TO THE FACT THAT ESCAP HAD TAKEN THE LEAD IN 
PASSING A RESOLUTION ON THIS SUBJECT. THERE IS NO POINT 
HERE IN MY REPEATING HIS WORDS; RESOLUTION 180 (XXXIV) 

SPEAKS FOR ITSELF. MY COLLEAGUE FROM THE NETHERLANDS 
HAS ALREADY CALLED THIS COMMITTEE'S ATTENTION TO IT. 

YET ANOTHER ASPECT OF OUR EXAMINATION, SIR, IS THE 
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WORK OF THE COMMISSIONS IN SERVING THE GOVERNMENTS AND 
PEOPLES OF THE REGIONS. 

THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR LATIN AMERICA HAS 
ORGANIZED ITSELF WELL FOR ITS TASKS. WE COMMEND ITS 
WORK PROGRAM, BASED ON SEVEN PRIORITY AREAS. WE 
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PARTICULARLY SUPPORT AND PLAN TO COOPERATE IN ECLA'S 
EFFORTS TO DEFINE AND RECOMMEND STEPS TO ALLEVIATE 
CRITICAL POVERTY AND PROMOTE THE SEARCH FOR SOLUTIONS 
TO QUESTIONS WHICH HAVE THUS FAR EVADED RESOLUTION IN 
DISCUSSIONS AND NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN DEVELOPED AND 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. THE COMMISSION HAS NOT ONLY 
ADOPTED A REGIONAL PLAN OF ACTION FOR THE INTEGRATION 
OF WOMEN IN THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS, BUT HAS MADE A 
GOOD START TOWARDS IMPLEMENTING THE PLAN BY ESTABLISHING 
A SPECIAL UNIT AT ECLA HEADQUARTERS AND BY STRENGTHENING 
ITS SUBREGIONAL OFFICES WITH SPECIAL PERSONNEL. MY 
GOVERNMENT WILL BE SUPPORTING THE COMMISSION S EFFORTS 
IN THE WOMEN IN DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM. 

THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR AFRICA IS DEVELOPING 
AN INCREASINGLY ACTION-ORIENTED APPROACH, AN APPROACH 
WHICH RECOGNIZES THE ENORMOUS DIVERSITY OF THE 
CONTINENT THROUGH GROWING FOCUS ON SUB-REGIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS, AND THROUGH THE INSTITUTION OF MULTI 
NATIONAL PROGRAMMING AND OPERATIONAL CENTERS, WHICH 
HAVE NOW ALL HELD THEIR INAUGURAL MEETINGS. AS WE READ 
ITS REPORT, THE COMMISSION APPEARS TO BE PLAYING A 
PARTICULARLY USEFUL ROLE IN THE FIELDS OF AGRICULTURE, 
WOMEN IN DEVELOPMENT, DEVELOPMENT PLANNING, ENERGY, 
POPULATION, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, AND IN PROMOTING 
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INTEGRATED RURAL DEVELOPMENT. 

WE NOTE WITH GREAT SATISFACTION THAT THE COMMISSION 
HAS ALSO TAKEN STEPS TO INSURE ITS LEADERSHIP ROLE IN 
PROGRAMS OF PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE TO AFRICA. THE INTER- 
AGENCY AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS OF THE COMMISSION 
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HAS TAKEN FIRST STEPS TO DEVISE A PROGRAM OF ACTION FOR 
THE TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS DECADE IN AFRICA - A 
PROGRAM WHICH MR. ADEDEJI OUTLINED IN HIS REMARKS TO THE 
PLENARY. WE LOOK FORWARD TO PARTICIPATING IN THE 
PROPOSED MEETING OF DONOR COUNTRIES AND OTHER INSTITU- 
TIONS. 

WE NOTE ALSO THE WORK BEING DONE IN THE REGION ON 
SOLAR ENERGY, AND THE PROGRAM OF ACTIVITIES ON WATER 
RESOURCES PURSUANT TO THE AFRICAN REGIONAL MEETING IN 
FOLLOW-UP TO THE MAR DEL PLATA CONFERENCE. 

MY DELEGATION NOTES WITH SATISFACTION THE INCREASED 
ROLE OF THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR ASIA AND 
THE PACIFIC IN THE PACIFIC AREA, AND ITS INCREASED 
COOPERATION WITH THE SOUTH PACIFIC COMMISSION AND THE 
SOUTH PACIFIC BUREAU FOR ECONOMIC COOPERATION. WE 
COMMEND ALSO THE COMMISSION'S EFFORTS IN RURAL DEVELOP- 
MENT AND THE SATISFACTION OF BASIC HUMAN NEEDS; WE ARE 
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SUPPORTING ITS WORK ON WOMEN IN DEVELOPMENT. THE 
COMMITTEE FOR THE COORDINATION OF JOINT PROSPECTS FOR 
MINERAL RESOURCES IN ASIAN OFFSHORE AREAS HAS UNDERTAKEN 
AN AMBITIOUS, BUT REALISTIC AND WELL ORGANIZED PROGRAM 
OF ACTIVITIES TO WHICH MY GOVERNMENT PLEDGES ITS CONTINUED 
INTEREST AND SUPPORT. WE ARE PLEASED WITH THE COMMISSION’S 
EFFORTS TO INCREASE ACTIVITY IN THE POPULATION FIELD, 
ALTHOUGH WE DO CONTINUE TO BELIEVE PRIORITIES IN THE 
ALLOCATION OF UNFPA FUNDS SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED ON A 
WORLD-WIDE BASIS. 

WHEN MY GOVERNMENT REVIEWED THE WORKS OF THE 
ECONOMIC COMMISSION OF EUROPE IN THE PAST YEAR, WE WERE 
PARTICULARLY IMPRESSED WITH ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN THE 
ENVIRONMENTAL SECTOR AND ARE PLEASED THAT PREPARATORY 
WORK WILL NOW BEGIN TOWARDS THE POSSIBILITY OF A HIGH- 
LEVEL MEETING ON APPROPRIATE SUBJECTS, SUCH AS TRANS- 
BOUNDARY AIR POLLUTION. WE ARE ALSO PLEASED WITH THE 
COMMISSION'S RESPONSE THUS FAR TO DECISION H ON GENERAL 
ENERGY PROBLEMS. WE BELIEVE THE BUCHAREST REGIONAL 
MEETING WILL ENHANCE THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE REGION TO 
THE 1979 UN CONFERENCE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR 
DEVELOPMENT. 

THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE HAS A PARTICULARLY 
SYGNIFICANT RESPONSIBILITY IN BRINGING TOGETHER THE 
NATIONS OF EASTERN & WESTERN EUROPE, A RESPONSIBILITY 
WHICH WAS ENHANCED ON THE FINAL ACT OF THE CSCE. WE 
WILL FORMALLY SUPPORT THE COMMISSION AS IT CONTINUES TO 
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CARRY OUT THESE RESPONSIBILITIES. 

THE ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR WESTERN ASIA HAVE HAD 
TO CONFRONT PARTICULAR DIFFICULTIES IN RECENT TIMES, AS 
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ITS REPORT REFLECTS. NONETHELESS, A SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER 
OF ACTIVITIES HAVE CONTINUED IN MANY AREAS, AND, AS 
MR. AL-ALTAR HAS TOLD US, ECWA WAS ABLE TO IMPLEMENT 
THE GREATER PART OF ITS WORK PROGRAM FOR 1976-77, 
INCLUDING SUPPORT FOR THE YEMEN INTERNATIONAL DEVELOP 
MENT CONFERENCE. 

MR. CHAIRMAN, LET ME NOW TURN TO ANOTHER FACET OF 
REPORTS AND STATEMENTS WE HAVE BEFORE US, WHICH IS OF 
PARTICULAR SIGNIFICANCE THIS YEAR. I REFER TO THE 
EFFORTS OF THE REGIONS, AND OF THE UN SYSTEM AS A WHOLE, 
TO IMPLEMENT THE PERTINENT PORTIONS OF THE RESTRUCTURING 
RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THE ANNEX TO RESOLUTION 
32/197. MY DELEGATION HAD COME PREPARED WITH MANY 
QUESTIONS IN THIS AREA. WE ARE GRATEFUL TO UNDER- 
SECRETARY GENERAL RIPERT FOR HAVING TAKEN THE 
INITIATIVE IN HIS REMARKS OF YESTERDAY, WHICH SERVED 
TO ANSWER MANY OF THEM. 

WE WELCOME MEETINGS PLANNED, OR PROJECTED, IN 
MR. RIPERT'S AREA, AND ELSEWHERE IN THE SYSTEM, TO 
IMPROVE THE COMPLEMENTARITY OF CENTRAL ORGANS AND THE 
REGIONS. IN PARTICULAR, WE NOTE THE EXPECTED COLLABORA- 
TION OF CENTER AND REGIONS WORK ON NEW DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGY. IN OUR VIEW, THIS NOTION OF COMPLEMENTARITY 
SHOULD BE BEHIND ALL PLANNING FOR DECENTRALIZATION OF 
ACTIVITIES. COMPLEMENTARITY IMPLIES NOT A MECHANICAL 
PROCESS, BUT CAREFUL DELIBERATION OF HOW A GIVEN TASK, 

OR PROJECT, CAN BE MOST EFFECTIVELY ACCOMPLISHED OR 
ADMINISTERED. 

WE WOULD THANK MR. RIPERT ALSO FOR HIS FRANK 
COMMENTS ON THE COSTS OF DECENTRALIZATION, AND HIS 
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ASSURANCES THAT A MAXIMUM EFFORT WILL BE MADE TO COVER 
THE COSTS INVOLVED THROUGH REDEPLOYMENT OF EXISTING 
RESOURCES. IN THIS CONTEXT, WE ALSO NOTE THAT THE 
RESTRUCTURING RECOMMENDATIONS ALSO CALL FOR THE STREAM- 
LINING OF SUBSIDIARY MACHINERY OF THE REGIONAL 
COMMISSIONS. WE WILL BE INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE 
ABOUT FOLLOW-UP TO THIS RECOMMENDATION AS WELL, AS THE 
PROCESS OF IMPLEMENTATION GETS UNDER WAY. 

MR. CHAIRMAN, LET ME CONCLUDE BY STATING NOT ONLY 
MY DELEGATION'S WILLINGNESS TO DULY TAKE NOTE OF THE 
REPORTS PRESENTED US, BUT TO EXPRESS OUR SINCERE THANKS 
TO THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARIES, AND TO ALL WHO HAVE 
CONTRIBUTED TO BRINGING THIS GREAT AND MULTI-FACETED 
BODY OF INFORMATION BEFORE US." 

SORENSON 
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